[Morphological investigation of H. pylori and its culture method].
H. pylori plays important roles in the pathogenesis of active gastritis, peptic ulcer, and gastric cancer. Culture of H. pylori from suspicious materials is one of gold standard methods for the diagnosis of its infection. H. pylori has two types of morphological manifestation, spiral (mobile) and coccoid (immobile) forms. Morphological conversion from spiral to coccoid form and its reversion may be important role in its pathophysiology including bacterial properties, pathogenicity, and etiology. However, the mechanism and significance of such transformation of H. pylori have remained unknown. In this chapter, we introduce the conventional and new culture methods of H. pylori and review the current knowledge regarding both two types of morphological manifestation and pathophysiological significance of such transformation.